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Tapestry

Gives you an insight into your child’s learning
East to use platform for communication

Can improve children’s academic outcomes and engagement
Allows parents to be included and to extend learning at home

Your knowledge and opinions are valued by us
Can boost children’s motivation

Reassurance!

Please add any home learning, sharing, successes etc to Tapestry. Nobody 
can see what you add for your child.
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Motor Skills



 Understand what phonics is and how children 
learn to read

 Understand how to support your child at home

 Understand how this approach links to our 
reading scheme

Outcomes for parents



 Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read 
and write. It’s like a code, so knowing the sounds 
of individual letters and how those letters sound 
when they are combined will help children to 
decode words as they read. 

 Understanding phonics will also help children to 
know which letters to use when writing.

 There are 26 letters in the alphabet but 44 
sounds in the English language!

What is phonics? 



What is phonics? 

 Phase 2 – single letter sounds

 Phase 3 – introduce digraphs and trigraphs.

 Phase 4 – consonant blends

 High frequency / common exception words / 
tricky words (eg. the, no, go) 



 Research shows it is the most effective way to 
teach reading. 

 Links to speech

 For writing

 Year 1 phonics check

Why teach phonics?



Other strategies for reading

Sight words

Repetition and prediction 



Pure Sounds
Pure sounds are important, the video on our class page 
of the website shows you how to pronounce the sounds. 





Monster Phonics

 Phase 2 – Autumn: Single, commonly used sounds, 
blending consonants and vowels - CVC

E.g. cat, dog, sit, bun 

 Phase 3 – Spring term: digraphs/trigraphs including 
consonant - sh, th, ch, ng - and vowel sounds ‘ai’ ‘ee’ 
igh’ ‘oa’ ‘oo’

 2 syllable words e.g. cobweb, rooftop

 Phase 4 – Summer term – variety of consonant blends 
e.g. frog, lost, spend



Monster Phonics

“Monster Phonics is a fun way to teach phonics and is multi-sensory. Sounds are 
categorised into 10 colour groups , and each colour has a corresponding 
monster character” 



Monster Phonics

Every letter has a name
Every letter has a phoneme 
Every letter has a grapheme
Every letter has a mnemonic
Every letter has an action



Monster Phonics - characters



A typical phonics session…

• Review

• Teach 

• Practise 

• Read HFW’s



 Flashcards

 Sound buttons and phoneme frames

 Sound mats

 Pictures

Resources



 Lilac – no words

 Phonic readers – follow sounds learnt in school

 Colour levels – blending using Phase 2 (pink), 3 
(red) and 4 (yellow)

Reading books should be matched to a childs
phonics stage. If they cannot decode a book, this 

will lead to frustration for the child and the 
parent/carer.

Our reading scheme



 Read every day

− Reading book (5-10mins max)

− Repeat same book at least 3 times for confidence / 
fluency

− Bedtime stories are sharing books and should be 
more challenging – do not expect children to read 
these books. These should include rhyme, repetition 
etc and a chance to talk about the story! 

− If children are to become lifelong readers, it is 
essential that they are encouraged to read for 
pleasure. The desire of wanting to read will help with 
the skill of reading.

 Look for sounds everywhere

 Talk about sounds – first letter of names, segment 
words e.g. ‘what sounds are in ‘egg’’? ‘Pass me the b-
o-x’

How to help at home



Recommended Apps 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

www.teachyourmonster.org/

https://readingeggs.co.uk/

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-
owl/find-a-book/library-

page?view=image&query=&type=book&age_group=&book=1
&book_type=&series=#

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.teachyourmonster.org/
https://readingeggs.co.uk/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-owl/find-a-book/library-page?view=image&query=&type=book&age_group=&book=1&book_type=&series=


 Any questions?

 Please ask at any time!

Thank you for attending


